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Artist shares his story on woodSTORY AND PHOTOS BY ALICE GERARDA mandala represents a spiri-tual journey. Generally, it is in the form of a circle, but, on occasion, it can be a square. The circle is of-ten chosen as the form because it has no beginning and no end. It’s geometric, and it represents the cosmos.
For Casey Dahlstrom, manda-las tell a story and, through them, he can share his vision of the world. The story that Casey tells is one of survival, hope and cre-ativity. His medium is pyrography, which he describes as the “art of burnt wood.” On a 4-foot-by-4-foot piece of wood, he created his de-sign and told his story.“Pyrography,” Casey explained, “is creating art by burning wood. I have a temperature-controlled box. Depending on what kind of burn I need to accomplish, I have full control of how fast and how dark the burn can occur. “Like a painter would have dif-ferent shaped brushes, I work with different shaped pens. Any-thing with a fl at, smooth edge, so I can accomplish shading to a sharp fi ne point, if I want to draw a nice, sharp line into the wood.”Casey, who is now 34 years old, has been working with wood since a camping trip that he took with his father, Gary Dahlstrom, 25 years ago. 

“At that point, we had experi-mented with wood carving after our Scoutmaster brought his kid along, and we had been inter-ested,” Casey said. “From there, that evolved with working from anything from basswood to bark carvings. My mother had been an artist while growing up. She had drawn cartoons. She was the fi rst one in the family to try pyrogra-phy, and I got extremely curious about that. About seven years ago, I attempted my fi rst piece of an eagle on an 8-by-10 sheet of ply-wood. That’s evolved into a 4-foot-by-4-foot piece in seven years.”Casey said he drew inspiration from many sources: “This pattern system is referred to as mandalas, and each one is created in that moment of time when I’m work-ing on it. I didn’t preplan any of these.

“The only thing that was planned – and I had to think about this before the art started taking shape – is what did I want as the overall effect? I had done a piece prior to this that was half the size of this, and I had done about eight to 10 circles in that one. Af-ter learning how to do them and the different techniques I had, I decided that I wanted to go much bigger and much more detailed. With this one, I would say I easily have 50 circles buried within dif-ferent spots of this art form.”The subject matter for the cir-cles comes from the things that he sees, Casey said, which explains the variety of designs within the 

circles. Some of the designs, such as a few yin-yang symbols, are re-peated throughout the design. “A lot of my inspiration comes from seeing stuff in the real world,” he said. “It could be from seeing a mosaic on a piece of tile in someone’s bathroom. It could be anything, up to the internet, including Pinterest. I had started a smaller piece, learned by experi-ence of what I liked and didn’t like. I tried two or three more pieces after that. After a while, it just kept getting bigger and bigger and big-ger until, you know what? I want to swing for the fences and go for something huge.”

Top: A close-up image of a few of the mandalas in Casey Dahlstrom’s project. 

Above: Casey Dahlstrom and his project, which was created by the art form 

called pyrography or the art of burning wood.

SEE CASEY, continued on Page 15

Island whistleblower relieved to see bridge replacement begin

BY KAREN CARR KEEFEContributing Writer
An $8.3 million project is in full swing to replace the nearly 70-year-old Beaver Island Park-way Bridge over the I-190 sec-tion of the Thruway. Since late March, crews and heavy equip-ment have been tearing down the old and making way for the new, while motorists who previ-ously took Beaver Island Exit 18B have had to follow a detour 

to get home, to work or to busi-nesses on the Island since April 3.
Completion of the project is expected sometime this fall, de-pending on the weather.Grand Islander James Str-zalkowski was an early whistle-blower who brought the dete-riorating condition of that bridge to public notice. He said he fi rst became concerned about the 

Beaver Island Parkway Bridge construction is underway to address deterio-

ration. A detour that began in late March will be in place until the conclu-

sion of work late this year. (Photo by K&D Action Photo and Aerial Imaging)

SEE THRUWAY, on Page 18
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Project Connect Niagara offers 40-plus 
services to community

BY KAREN CARR KEEFE
Senior Contributing Writer

A one-day, one-stop event in Ni-
agara Falls next week will bring 
more than 40 agencies and health 
providers together to help area 
residents who are in need of ser-
vices.

Project Connect Niagara invites 
individuals to learn more about 
how to receive needed services 
through a special event from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, July 
26, at Heart Love & Soul, 939 On-
tario Ave., Niagara Falls. The day 
is especially targeted to help the 
homeless, and is a project of the 
Niagara County Coalition of Ser-
vices to the Homeless.

Service providers will share 
information, resources and re-
ferrals to help people in Niagara 
Falls and Niagara County to navi-
gate a system that can be confus-
ing to those in crisis.

Christian Hoffman of Commu-
nity Missions Inc. explained how 
the annual event will connect peo-
ple with the providers who can 
help solve their problems.

“So often we may hear of differ-
ent organizations out in the com-
munity that exist but, if a particu-
lar problem arises, we don’t know 
necessarily how to put it together 
so that this organization ‘could 
help me with this problem.’ ”

Hoffman said the day is aimed 
at providing connections for 
people who seek housing, legal 
services, employment and health 
services, as well offering help 
with problems involving sub-
stance abuse, mental health and 
other challenges. 

Health care providers will be 
on hand at Wednesday’s event to 
offer medical services, vaccina-
tions, screenings, referrals and 
other services. Employers for 
training programs also will be on-
site for a job fair and to connect 
people with job opportunities in 
the community, Hoffman said.

All attendees will be offered 
lunch as part of the food program 
available weekdays at Heart, 
Love & Soul. They will also be 
able to take home produce from 
local farms, as well as a gift card 

from Tops for participating in the 
event.

Hoffman said that, in previ-
ous years, as many as 300 people 
have attended the Project Connect 
event. It is hoped that this year’s 
event will exceed that number. 

“Very often in the community, 
people don’t know how to access 
services” for mental health is-
sues,” said State Senate Minority 
Leader Robert Ortt. He said that, 
as state government representa-
tives prepare the budget, they 
make sure to allocate the funds 
for services, but it’s important to 
get the information to those who 
need it. “It’s not always apparent 
how they can get help. We know 
the money is there, there’s fund-
ing there,” but very often, more 
is needed to connect people in the 
community with the agencies that 
can help them.

Ortt said that many of the home-
less in the area are dealing with 
some kind of mental health chal-
lenge that can spiral into sub-
stance abuse and other problems 
such as lack of employment. He 
noted that, sometimes, job loss is 
the root of the problem, as well.

“We’re here to let the commu-
nity know we care about them,” 
Assemblyman Angelo Morinello 
said. He explained it’s important 
for everyone, neighbor to neigh-
bor, to get the word out to those 

who need it, as to the services 
available through Wednesday’s 
one-stop event.

Niagara Falls Mayor Robert 
Restaino echoed that sentiment. 
He said Project Connect “is an op-
portunity to get everyone in the 
same location so that people aren’t 
wandering about trying to fi gure 
out where they have to go to get 
help.” 

He added the goal is attacking 
poverty: “Until you zero in on do-
ing that, you’ll always be chasing 
the same problems.”

Restaino said that, to improve 
the city’s economy and face unem-
ployment problems head on, “it’s 
important to take the hospitality 
industry and make it a 12-month 
industry.”

Pam Dixon, assistant director of 
Heart, Love & Soul, said the agen-
cy is there for people as a follow-
up to next week’s Project Connect 
event. 

“That’s what we do every day,” 
she said. “So this is a day when 
all of the organizations are here 
together, but we have case man-
agers that meet one-on-one with 
the guests and fi nd out what their 
needs are and hook them up with 
these agencies that are also going 
to be here for this one-day event.” 

Dixon also said agency repre-
sentatives can come to Heart, Love 
& Soul to meet with the guests.

City of Niagara Falls Mayor Robert Restaino addresses the media. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, Niagara County Agricultural Rights 
Advisory Panel host safety event in preparation for County Fair 

Submitted by the Public Information Offi ce 
More than 70 4-H youth and 

their families attended an animal 
safety meeting last Wednesday 
night hosted by Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Niagara County 
(CCE-Niagara) and the Niagara 
County Agricultural Rights Ad-

visory Panel. The meeting was 
to discuss the upcoming Niagara 
County Fair and the proper pro-
tocols for the 4-H youth to inter-
act with the public in a way that 
keeps both fairgoers and the ani-
mals safe.

Capt. Thomas Huff from the 

Niagara County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
addressed strategies to keep ani-
mals safe, keep each other safe, 
and how to get help when it is 
needed. Huff also communicated 
that there will be additional safe-
ty protocols in place at the Fair 
this year. 

More than 70 4-H youth 
and their attended an ani-
mal safety event at the Ni-
agara County fairgrounds.
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